
City of Mt. Pleasant  Important Information for Residents

Refuse & Recycling Basics:

• Refuse and recycling must be placed in the
designated pick-up area no earlier than 5 p.m.
the day before collection day, and removed by
midnight on collection day.

Refuse Guidelines: 
• Residents of single family dwellings, duplexes

and triplexes are required to use the City’s
bag/tag system for refuse collection.
Qualifying multi-family properties may choose
to use City refuse carts.

• Residents of rooming houses, multi-unit
apartment complexes, or qualifying multi-
family properties must make collection
arrangements with, and use refuse carts or
dumpsters from a licensed waste hauler who
is authorized to operate within the City limits.

• City bags and tags may be purchased at City
Hall, GreenTree Grocery, Meijer and Ric’s.

• Place one tag on each generic trash bag, or
on the handle of a 34-gallon or less trash can.

• Trash cans cannot weigh more than 50
pounds and trash may not exceed the top rim
of the can.

• There is no limit on the number of City refuse
bags or tagged trash cans you may use at
one time.

Recycling Guidelines: 
• Residents of single-family homes and some

rental units are eligible for curbside recycling.
A blue City recycling bin is required. These
bins can be purchased from the Utility Billing
Department located at City Hall.

• Residents of rooming houses and multi-family
dwellings may also participate. To find out if you
qualify for this service, please contact the Public
Works office at (989) 779-5401.

• The current charge for curbside recycling is
$2.50 and is listed as a separate item on your
water and sewer bill.

• If your recyclable materials will not fit inside the
blue City bin, you may use additional bins or a
laundry basket. Do not use cardboard boxes.

• On windy days, place a brick or rock in the bin
to prevent it from blowing away.

• Items not accepted for recycling: Dog and cat
food bags, pizza boxes, or any cardboard which 
food has had contact, wax or plastic-coated 
cardboard/boxboard (milk and juice cartons), 
laundry soap boxes, tape, staples, cellophane 
envelope windows, disposable plastic gloves, 
plastic shopping bags, non-transparent glass. 

Large Item Pick-Up: 
Non-refundable stickers must be purchased from City 
Hall and affixed to each item prior to collection.

• Large items must be placed at your trash
collection site by 7:30 a.m. on your scheduled
trash pick-up day.

Questions?  Call (989) 779-5401.

Yard Waste and Leaf Collection:

The City offers no fee leaf collection services in the 
Fall. (Late October, November.)

• Rake leaves into low piles into the gutter, do
NOT cover storm basins.

• If you live on a boulevard, do not place
leaves in the median, place them in front of
your home.

• On High and Pickard Streets, where high
traffic volume prohibits leaves in the gutter,
leaves should be raked onto the rights-of-
way, between the curb and sidewalk.

All other yard waste which includes; grass clippings, 
garden debris, old mulch, dirt, shrubbery, brush 
(over 9” in diameter), tree trimmings, leaves (outside 
of the Fall leaf collection) should be taken to the 
Material Recovery Center (MRF) at 4208 E. River 
Road, Mt. Pleasant, (989) 773-9631.



Brush Chipping:
• Prepaid service.  Must sign-up the

Thursday before pick-up week.
• Visit the online service center at

www.mt-pleasant.org or the Utility
Billing Department.

• Scheduled during the 2nd and 4th
weeks of the month.

• Branches up to 9” in diameter can be
chipped.

• The MRF also accepts brush for a fee.

City Refuse/Recycling Collection Holiday Schedule:
• New Year’s Day
• Memorial Day (Collection delayed one day all week.)
• Fourth of July
• Labor Day (Collection delayed one day all week.)
• Thanksgiving Day (Thursday collection delayed until Friday.)
• Christmas Day

Household Hazardous Waste Collection:

Please contact the Isabella Conservation District at
(989) 772-5927, ext. 3 for information regarding household
hazardous waste and electronic waste collection services.

Indoor Furniture and Appliances Outdoors:
Parking:

• Vehicles must be parked on a
prepared driveway or in the street

• On street parking is allowed 24
hours per day, seven days per week
year-round, in most areas of the city
unless a snow emergency is declared.

• No on street parking is allowed in
the Central Business District between
2:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. at any time.

• Downtown residents may park
overnight in designated City lots by
permit only.

• No parking is allowed at any time in
yards, across sidewalks, or in the
City's rights-of-way.

Inoperative Vehicles:

City ordinance prohibits vehicles that 
do not meet the following 
requirements from being stored 
outdoors on private property for more 
than 10 days.

• An engine that does not run
• All necessary driving units and gears

in operating condition
• Four wheels with four pneumatic tires

capable of holding air
• A battery capable of starting and

operating the vehicles and its
accessories

• Current license plates and insurance

Furniture designed for indoor use, such as couches, chairs, tables, 
etc., and appliances are not to be placed on porches, in yards, or 
anywhere outdoors.  When disposing of refrigerators and 
freezers, for the safety of children and pets, remove the doors 
immediately and arrange for disposal promptly.    

Garage Sales:

• Garage sales may be held for up to three days at a time and no
more than twice a year.

• They should be conducted on the owner's property, and all
signs should be placed on private property with the permission
of the owner.

• Signs may not be placed in the City's rights-of-way, other than
in front of the owner's property and may not be on utility
poles.  All signs must be removed after the sale has ended.

Animals:

• A total of four dogs and/or cats over four months of age are
allowed in any residence in the city.

• House and yard area must be free of animal waste.
• Dogs older than six months must be licensed annually.

Licenses are available at City Hall between December 1 and
February 28, or any time at the Isabella County Treasurer's
office, 200 N. Main Street.

• Dogs may run loose within fenced yards; otherwise they must
be leashed at all times.

• Mt. Pleasant has a "pooper scooper" ordinance; pet walkers
should carry a disposable bag or other means for immediate
cleanup of animal waste.



Snow Emergencies:

The Street Department superintendent will monitor weather forecasts throughout the winter 
season.  A snow emergency may be declared if:
• The forecast calls for more precipitation than can be safely and effectively removed from the

roadway with vehicles parked in the roadway
• If conditions are determined too dangerous for traffic and/or plows to operate around parked

vehicles.

Snow emergency information will be posted on the City's website at www.mt-pleasant.org, social media 
(Facebook, Twitter), blog (mpcityblog.com), Community Information Phone Line (989-779-5320), and press 
release to local media resources.  Warning information about the consequences of violating the ordinance will be 
included with the snow emergency declaration information.  Tickets and towing will be utilized during the event 
depending on the severity of the storm and safety concerns.  Once the snow emergency has been canceled, 
residents may resume parking on the street.

If your vehicle is towed during a snow emergency, call Public Safety at (989) 779-5101.

Clearing Sidewalks in Winter:
City ordinance requires commercial property and business owners to remove snow from the sidewalks 
in the business district within 18 hours after snow, sleet, or freezing rain ceases to fall, with exceptions 
of Sundays and holidays (Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year's Day).  In this case, snow must be 
removed by noon the day following the Sunday or holiday.  If the snow or ice is too hard to remove, 
then they must spread enough sand or other abrasive material to make traffic reasonably safe and, as 
soon as weather permits, must clear a path of at least 48 inches in width.

Code Enforcement officers are empowered to write a municipal civil infraction ticket to  commercial 
property owners who do not abide by the ordinance requirements. 

Currently, the same requirement does not apply to residential properties.  The City's Street Department 
plows the sidewalks along the school routes.  Residents who do not live on a school route are 
requested to remove the snow and ice as soon as it is safe to do so.  

Permits:

Building permits are required for new buildings, additions, structural changes to existing buildings, 
decks, replacement windows, roofing, etc.  Building or zoning permits are also required for accessory 
structures, such as garages, storage sheds, pools, demolition or moving of existing structures, etc.  
Fees are based on the cost of the job.  For more information, please contact the Building 
Department at (989) 779-5347.

Plumbing, mechanical or electrical permits are available from the Isabella County Building Inspection 
Department, 200 N. Main Street, (989) 317-4066.

Right-of-way or water permits are required for items such as driveway work, sewer or water line 
replacement, storm sewer connection, and water meter replacement.  Stormwater permits are 
required for certain projects.  Contact Public Works at (989) 779-5401 for more information. 




