
WORK SESSION TOPICS 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020  
RESCHEDULED TO SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 
 

1.  Presentation by Assistant Finance Director Chris Saladine on the 2021 
Operating Budget.  
 

2.  Discuss potential Property Maintenance Ordinance.  (30 minutes)  
 

Goal:  Determine if the City Commission is interested in having staff 
finalize a draft Property Standards Ordinance for formal 
introduction.  

 
Background:  A draft ordinance was developed in 2018 that included 

many more requirements than this draft. After discussion and 
input, the City Commission at that time was concerned about the 
extent of the regulations and also about property owner’s 
financial ability to comply. 

 
 This pared down version focuses on common issues that once 

corrected will have a positive impact on the property and 
surrounding properties. 

 
Attachments: 
 Rough draft of ordinance language 

 
Potential Questions: 

1. What questions does the City Commission have on the rough draft 
of the language?  

2. Does the City Commission want any items added to or deleted 
from the draft language? 

3. Is the City Commission interested in having an ordinance formally 
introduced at an upcoming City Commission meeting? 

(15 minutes)  



 

                                                                                                                            
CITY OF MT. PLEASANT 

ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 150 OF THE MOUNT PLEASANT CITY CODE 
TO CREATE A NEW DIVISION ENTITLED “PROPERTY STANDARDS” TO REGULATE 
PROPERTY CONDITIONS, TO AMEND SECTION 150.99, AND TO REPEAL AND 
RELOCATE THE REGULATIONS IN SECTION 96.09 PERTAINING TO INOPERABLE 
VEHICLES 

 
It is Hereby Ordained by the People of the City of Mount Pleasant:  
 
Section 1.  Addition.  A new division entitled “Property Standards” is added Chapter 150 of the 
Mount Pleasant City Code, and shall consist of the following Sections 150.31 through 150.36:  
 

PROPERTY STANDARDS 
 

§ 150.31. Short title. 
 

This division shall be known and may be designated as "The Property Standards Code of the City  
of Mt. Pleasant.”   
 
§ 150.32. Findings and purpose. 
 
(a)  Findings. The City finds and declares that poorly maintained properties may have a negative  
      impact on the community, lower property values, adversely impact the economy, increase  
      crime, and damage residents’ well-being and connection to their community. 
 
(b)  Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to establish standards for the maintenance of  
      properties in the City and prevent, reduce, or eliminate blight or potential blight through  
      regulation and enforcement. 

 
§ 150.33. Definitions. 
 
The following words and phrases have the meanings ascribed to them when used in this 
ordinance, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:   
 
(a) Blighted structure or building. Any building or structure or part thereof which: 
 

(1) Because of fire, wind, other natural disaster, or physical deterioration, is no longer 
habitable as a dwelling or useful for the purpose for which it was originally intended; 
 

(2) Is partially completed and which is not presently being constructed under an existing, 
valid building permit issued by or under the authority of the city; 

 
(3) Has the following condition: 

 
(A) Excrement or other harmful or offensive substances covering building or driveway 

surfaces 
 

(b) Code official. A City employee designated by the City Manager to enforce the provisions of 
this ordinance. 
  



 

(c) Graffiti. Any mark or marks produced by writing, inscribing, drawing, tagging, sketching, 
painting, or other similar actions on the facade or roof of a structure, or on a paved sidewalk 
or driveway. However, chalk marks on sidewalks or driveways are not graffiti. 

 
(d) Inoperable Vehicle. Any motor vehicle which is inoperable for any reason such as being in a 

state of disassembly, disrepair, stripped, dismantled or which cannot be operated under its 
own power or cannot function as it was intended and designed to function legally on the 
roadway, but shall exclude vehicles at auto sales and dealership service facilities and auto 
engine and body repair shops which are to be repaired and made operable within ninety (90) 
days.   

 
(e) Junk. Any abandoned, discarded, unusable objects or equipment, any object or equipment 

unused for its originally intended purpose, including, but not limited to, furniture, furniture 
intended for indoor use which is placed outdoors, stoves, refrigerators, freezers, cans, 
barrels, farm implements, parts of motor vehicles, machinery, cloth, rubber, bottles, any 
metals, boxes, cartons or crates.  

 
(f) Responsible party. A person who violates any of the provisions of this ordinance, whether as 

owner, occupant, lessee, agent, operator, servant, or employee, except as herein otherwise 
provided.  

 
(g) Trash and rubbish. Any and all forms of debris not herein otherwise identified, except 

domestic refuse stored in appropriate containers prior to periodic collection for proper 
disposal and domestic refuse stored in appropriate containers for composting purposes. The 
term “trash, rubbish or refuse” shall also include any combustible and noncombustible waste 
material including, but not limited to, animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, 
preparation, cooking and consumption of food, leafs, brush, tree limbs, wood, lumber, grass 
or other yard waste.  

 
(h) This ordinance. The division of Chapter 150 entitled “Property Standards” consisting of 

Sections 150.31 through 150.37.  
 
§ 150.34. Blighted structures or buildings prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any blighted or abandoned structure in the 
city. 
 
§ 150.35. Exterior and maintenance requirement of property. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to improve and maintain all property under the person’s 
control so as to comply with the following minimum requirements: 
 
(a) The exterior portion of any property visible from a public street shall be kept free from debris, 
brush, severed tree limbs, junk, and rubbish. 
 
(b) The storage of inoperable vehicles outside of a fully enclosed structure is prohibited.  
 
(c) Graffiti.  
 
§ 150.36. Appeal Process. 
 
(a) If the code official finds a violation of this ordinance, the code official shall, before issuing a 
municipal infraction citation pursuant to Section 150.99, issue a notice and order directed to the 
owner of record stating the date of the code official’s determination, the name of the code official, 
the nature of the violation, and the time within which the correction shall be completed.  
 



 

(b) A violation which is determined by the code official, to constitute a hazard to health or the 
occupants or the community as a whole, shall be ordered corrected within the shortest reasonable 
time, and notice of having begun compliance shall be given to the code official, by the owner, 
within 48 hours. All other violations shall be corrected within 30 calendar days from the date of 
notice.  
 
(c) At the end of the period of time the code official has allowed for the correction of the violation 
notice as provided, the code official shall re-inspect the premises and if the code official 
determines that the conditions requiring corrections set forth in the notice have not been 
corrected, and if the responsible party has not appealed the notice pursuant subsection (d) below, 
the code official may issue a municipal civil infraction citation pursuant to Section 150.99. A 
municipal civil infraction citation may also be issued after an unsuccessful appeal.  
 
(d) Any person issued a notice pursuant to this Section may appeal the notice to the Housing 
Board of Appeals, which shall have jurisdiction to review the factual and legal basis of the code 
official’s determination. The Housing Board of Appeals shall hold a hearing on the matter within a 
reasonable time after receiving the appeal application.  
 
(e) For purposes of this section, notices shall be served in the same manner prescribed in Section 
152.013. 
 
§ 150.37. Interpretation. 
 
Nothing in this ordinance shall be interpreted to prohibit conduct or conditions expressly permitted 
under the city’s zoning ordinance 
 
 
Section 2. Amendment. Section 150.99 is amended to read as follows: 
 

PENALTY 
 
§ 150.99. Penalties for violations of Chapter 150. 
 
(a) Civil infraction. It is unlawful to disobey, neglect, or refuse to comply with any provision of this 
chapter or the codes established in this chapter. A violation of this chapter or the codes is a 
municipal civil infraction. Each day the violation continues shall be a separate offense. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter to the contrary, violators shall be subject to the 
following fines: 
 
(1) First violation = $50 
 
(2) Second offense = $250 
 
(3) Each subsequent offense = $500 
 
(b) Other remedies. The foregoing sanctions are in addition to the city’s right to seek other 
appropriate and proper remedies, including actions in law or equity.  
 
Section 3. Repeal and replace. Section 96.09, pertaining to inoperable vehicles, is repealed and 
replaced by similar regulations in the newly created § 150.35(f).  
 
Section 4. Publication and Effective Date. The City Clerk will cause to be published a notice of 
adoption of this ordinance within 10 days of the date of its adoption. This ordinance will take effect 
30 days after its adoption. 
 
 
 



 

YEAS:  Commissioner(s) ________________________________________________  
 
NAYS:  Commissioner(s) ________________________________________________  
 
ABSTAIN: Commissioner(s) ________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: Commissioner(s) ________________________________________________  
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

As the City Clerk of the City of Mt. Pleasant, Isabella County, Michigan, I certify this is a true and 
complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the Mount Pleasant City Commission at a regular 
meeting held on _____________, 2020.  
 
 
 
Date: _______________, 2020.   ___________________________________________ 
                                                                                                  , Mayor 
 
 
Date: ________________, 2020  ___________________________________________ 
                                                                                                  , City Clerk 
 
 
Introduced:  ____________, 2020 
Adopted:     ____________, 2020 
Published:   ____________, 2020 
Effective:     ____________, 2020 
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